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1 Introduction

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1  Study Background

The West Santa Ana Branch (WSAB) Transit Corridor (Project) is a proposed light rail transit
(LRT) line that would extend from four possible northern termini in southeast Los Angeles
(LA) County to a southern terminus irthe City of Artesia, traversing densely populated, lew
income, and heavily transitdependent communities. The Project would provide reliable,

fixed guideway transit service that would increase mobility and connectivity for historically
underserved, trandidependent, and environmental justice communities; reduce travel times
on local and regional transportation networks; and accommodate substantial future
employment and population growth

1.2  Alternatives Evaluation, Screening and Selection Process

A wide range of potential alternatives have been considered and screened through the
alternatives analysis processes. In March 2010, the Southern California Association of
Governments (SCAG) initiated the Pacific Electric Riglt-Way (PEROW)/WSAB
Alternatives Analsis (AA) Study (SCAG 2013) in coordination with the relevant cities,
Orangeline Development Authority (now known as EeRapid Transit), the Gateway Cities
Council of Governments, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
(Metro), the Orange County Transportation Authority, and the owners of the rigiutf-way
(ROW)—Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR), BNSF Railway, and the Ports of Los Angeles and
Long Beach. The AA Study evaluated a wide variety of transit connections and modes for a
broader 34mile corridor from Union Station in downtown Los Angeles to the City of Santa
Ana in Orange County. In February 2013, SCAG completed the PEROW/WSAB Corridor
Alternatives Analysis Repoft and recommended two LRT alternatives for further study:
West Bank 3 ad the East Bank.

Following completion of the AA, Metro completed the WSAB Technical Refinement Study in
2015 focusing on the design and feasibility of five key issue areas along thenil® portion of
the WSAB Transit Corridor within LA County:

Access tdJnion Station in downtown Los Angeles
Northern SectionOptions

Huntington Park Alignment and Stations

New Metro C (Green) Line Station

Southern Terminus at Pioneer Station in Artesia

X X X X X

In September 2016, Metro initiated the WSAB Transit Corridor Environmeait Study with
the goal ofobtaining environmental clearance othe Project under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

1 nitial concepts evaluated in the SCAG repomc¢luded transit connections and modes for the 34 mile corridor from Union
Station in downtown Los Angeles to the City of Santa Ana. Modes included low speed magnetic levitation (maglev) heavy rail,
light rail, and bus rapid transit (BRT).

West Santa Ana Branchransit Corridor Project
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1 Introduction

Metro issued a Notice of Preparation (NOP) on May 25, 2017, with a revisedPN§sued on
June 14, 2017, extending the comment period. In June 2017, Metro held public scoping
meetings in the Cities of Bellflower, Los Angeles, South Gate, and Huntington Park. Metro
provided Project updates and information to stakeholders with the intent to receive
comments and questions through a comment period that ended in August 2017. A total of
1,122 comments were received during the public scoping period from May through August
2017. The comments focused on concerns regarding the Northern Alignmieptions, with
specific concerns related to potential impacts to Alameda Street with an aerial alignment.
Given potential visual and construction issues raised through public scoping, additional
Northern Alignment concepts were evaluated.

In February 208, the Metro Board of Directors approved further study of the alignment in
the Northern Section due to community input during the 2017 scoping meetings. A second
alternatives screening process was initiated to evaluate the original four Northern Alignment
options and four new Northern Alignment concepts. The Findorthern Alignment
Alternatives and Concepts Updated Screening Regsocompleted in May 2018 (Metro 2018a).
The alternatives were further refined and, based on the findings of the second scireg
analysis and the input gathered from the public outreach meetings, the Metro Board of
Directors approved Build Alternatives E and G for further evaluatignow referred to as
Alternatives 1 and 2, respectively, in this report)

On July 11, 2018, Metr issued a revised and recirculated CEQA Notice of Preparation,
thereby initiating a scoping comment period. The purpose of the revised Notice of
Preparationwas to inform the public of the Metro Board'’s decision to carry forward
Alternativesl and 2 into the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact
Report (EIS/EIR). During the scoping period, one agency and three public scoping meetings
were held in the Cities of Los Angeles, Cudahy, and Bellflower. The meetings provided
Project updates ad information to stakeholders with the intent to receive comments and
guestions to support the environmental process. The comment period for scoping ended in
August 24, 2018; over 250 comments were received.

Following the July 2018 scoping period, a numbef Project refinements were made to
address comments received, including additional grade separations, removing certain
stations with low ridership, and removing the Bloomfield extension option. The Metro Board
adopted these refinements to the project deription at their November 2018 meeting.

1.3  Report Purpose and Structure

This report summarizesthe anticipatedconstruction methodsfor the Project, including
maintenance and storage facility site option€onstruction of the Projectwould employ
conventinal construction methods, techniques, and equipment typicallisedfor the
construction of otherMetro LRT projects inthe Los Angelesegion. The analysis of
construction impacts is included in the construction sections of each technical impact report

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project
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2 Project Description

2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This section describes the No Build Alternative and the foBuild Alternatives studied in the
WSAB Transit Corridor Draft ES/EIR, including design options, station locations, and
maintenance and storage facility (MSF) site optionsh& Build Alternatives were developed
through a comprehensive alternatives analysis process and meet the purpose and need of the
Project.

The No Build Alternative and fourBuild Alternativesare generally defined as follows:

x No Build Alternative- Reflecs the transportation network in the 2042 horizon year
without the proposed Build Alternatives. The No Build Alternative includes the existing
transportation network along with planned transportation improvements that have
been committed to and identified the constrained Metro 2009 Long Range
Transportation Plan (2009 LRTP) (Metro 2009) and SCAG'’s 2@D&0 Regional
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) (SCAG 2016), as
well as additional projects funded by Measure M that would be completed by 2042.

X Build Alternatives The Build Alternatives consist of a new LRT line that would
extendfrom different termini in the north to the sameterminus in the City of Artesia
in the south. The Build Alternatives are referred to as:

Alternative 1 Los Angeles Union Station to Pioneer Station; the northern
terminus would be located underground at Los Angeles Union Station (LAUS)
Forecourt

Alternative 2: 7th Street/Metro Center to Pioneer Station; the northern terminus
would be located undergroundat 8th Street between Figueroa Street and Flower
Street near 7th Street/Metro Center Station

Alternative 3: Slauson/A (Blue) Line to Pioneer Station; the northern terminus
would be located just north of the intersection of Long Beach Avenaed

Slauson Avaue in the City of Los Angeles, connecting to the current A (Blue)
Line Slauson Station

Alternative 4: F105/C (Green) Line to Pioneer Station; the northern terminus
would be located at-IL05 in the city of South Gate, connecting to the C (Green)
Line alorg the I-105

Two design options are under consideration for Alternative Design Option 1 would locate
the northern terminus station box at the LAUS Mtropolitan Water District (MWD)east of
LAUS and the MWD building, below the baggage area parking fagilitDesign Option 2
would add theLittle Tokyo Station along the WSAB alignmeniThe Design Options are
further discussed in Sectior.3.6

Figure 2-1 presentsthe four Build Alternatives and the design options. In the north,
Alternative 1 would terminate at LAUS and primarily follow Alameda Avenue south
underground to the proposed ArtAndustrial District Station. Alternative 2 would terminate
near the existingrth Street/Metro Center Stabn in the Downtown Transit Core and would
primarily follow 8th Street easunderground to the proposed ArtAndustrial District Station.
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2 Project Description

Figure 2-1. Project Alternatives
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2 Project Description

From the ArtgIndustrial District Station to the southern terminus at Pioneer Station,
Alternatives1 and 2 share a common alignment. South of Olympic Boulevard, the
Alternatives1 and 2 wouldtransition from an underground configuration to an aerial
configuration, crossoverthe Interstate () 10 freewayand then parallel the existing MetroA
(Blue) Line along the Wilmington Branch ROW as it proceedsouth. South of Slauson
Avenue, which would serve as the northern terminus for Alternative 3, Alternativés2, and
3 would turn east and tansition to an atgrade configuration to follow the La Habra Branch
ROW along Randolph Street. At the San Pedro Subdivision ROW, Alternatives 1, 2, and 3
would turn southeast to follow the San Pedro Subdivision ROW and then transititmthe
Pacific Electric Rightef-Way (PEROW), south of the-105 freeway. The northern terminus
for Alternative 4 would be located at thel05/C Line Station. Alternatives 1, 2, 3, and 4
would then follow the PEROW to the southerterminus at the propose Pioneer Station in
Artesia The Build Alternatives would be gradseparated where warranted, as indicated on
Figure 2-2.
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2 Project Description

Figure 2-2. Project Alignment by Alignment Type

Source:Metro, 2020
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